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The Distribution of Dominant Accentual Patterns in Sino-Japanese Words:
A Comparison with Loanwords
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ABSTRACT. Focusing on the distribution of accentual patterns in Sino-Japanese words, this paper mainly
presents a standard Optimality-Theoretic analysis on the frequency asymmetry of Sino-Japanese words’ accents,
and compares it with loanwords’ accentual patterns in Tokyo Japanese. Morphophonological constraints LEXFT
and MORFT separately utilized and quantity-sensitive constraint NONFIN(L) newly introduced, this analysis
proposes a constraint ranking that successfully generates dominant accentual patterns of both Sino-Japanese words

and loanwords.
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